Your Dream
Italian Wedding Awaits

Italy has always been a ﬁrm favourite with Irish couples who dream of
getting married abroad. Tuscany, in particular, has proved the most popular
destination for brides seeking an exclusive, authentic Italian setting for their
wedding as well as a dream honeymoon destination for people who truly love
the Italian way of life. Its picturesque hilltop towns, rolling landscapes of
vineyards and olive groves, the historic cities of Florence, Pisa and Sienna
plus beautiful sandy beaches are a wedding photographer’s dream.
Just two hours’ ﬂight from Dublin, stylish

With this in mind, we sent our reporter to

seaside resorts, sleepy country villages where

have a look at some properties in Tuscany that

time has stood still, and cites ﬁlled with art,

can complete the idyllic Tuscany wedding. We

heritage and stunning architecture mean there

centred around the beautiful Tuscan city of

is something to keep all your guests busy in the

Sienna and found three gorgeous properties

lead up to your big day. Add wonderful wines,

that would make a perfect wedding venue and

delicious cuisine and beautiful Italian sunshine

a dream honeymoon. We also headed to Le

to the package and you’ll ﬁnd your RSVPs will

Marche a unspoilt and undiscovered regions of

be ﬂying back so fast with the ‘yes’ box ticked.

Italy and found a magic place for your wedding.

162 I IWD Travel I Weddings Abroad

T

he ﬁrst port of call was Borgo Pignano,

We were efﬁciently checked in and quickly

I met with Oriol Juve deYebra, the General

a beautifully restored 18th-century

shown to our beautifully appointed suite

Manager, who told me that the wedding party

villa on the site of an ancient Etruscan

on the second ﬂoor of the main villa. All the

would use every part of the grounds during

house,

rooms in the villa are individually styled in the

their day. Normally the ceremony or blessing

cottages, maisonettes and farmhouses, which

unique rustic charm of Tuscany, containing

would take place in front of the old church just

now house elegant accommodation for you and

dark woods, vaulted ceilings and terracotta

to the left of the main villa, with the ceremony

your guests in authentic Tuscan style. Set in

ﬂoors; some even have original frescoes. None

table at the foot of the steps leading up to the

hamlet,

complete

with

a

manor

over 750 acres of woodland, ponds and small

church. After the ceremony, the happy couple

lakes, the estate organically grows not only

are spoilt for choice as to where to take their

most of the ingredients for the hotel’s two
excellent restaurants but also for many of the
soaps and beauty products in the bathrooms
and the spa.

The wedding banquet is
set out on the lawn in front
of the villa,

wedding vows: from the arches and columns,
and vaulted ceilings in the main villa, to the
stunning gardens or swimming pools with the
Tuscan landscape as the backdrop.

While the photography is happening, the guests

As we parked the car and walked along the
gravel path through the landscaped English

of the rooms have a TV, which is a welcome

walk through the scented gardens at the back

garden with terraces and lawns, we found

development; with such a beautiful estate,

of the hotel, where cocktails are served and

one of the many secluded viewing areas with

set in one of the more picturesque regions

they then join the happy couple on the lawn

wooden benches where we took in the stunning

in Europe, it would be almost a sin to sit in a

outside the restaurant with views over the pool

views. The lush rolling vineyards in the valley

room watching ’Corrie’. If you do need a ﬁx

into the valley below for pre-dinner drinks.

below leading to the hills and mountains

of your favourite soap or sport event, the WiFi

The wedding banquet is set out on the lawn

beyond were all bathed in the soft Tuscan

here is great and you should be able to stream

in front of the villa, where guests are placed

sunlight. Slowly, the serenity of the landscape

your show. The cottages and maisonettes on

at a long table, where the food is served as

erased the stress of the long and winding drive

the site are perfect for family groups with their

the sun sets and then, under a starlit sky with

from Bologna and I could feel my shoulders

own fully functional kitchens and are just as

open air chandeliers casting a warm light over

loosen, my breath ease and my heartbeat slow

elegantly furnished as the main villa.

proceedings. Finally, the happy couple and their

down. I was ready for my Tuscan adventure.

guests make their way to the courtyard, where
they can dance the night away. Oriol explained
that the couple must hire the whole property
to ensure that regular guests don’t interfere
with the wedding and visa-versa, and weddings
are normally a two-day event with either a
pre-wedding meal the night before or a postwedding barbecue the following day.
See more at : www.borgopignano.com
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M

y next stop on the journey was

some imposing cypress trees. This venue is on

Jesse, the General Manager, gave me a tour of

Castello di Vicarello, a sensitively

a smaller scale than Borgo Pignano but is no

the estate and explained how the happy couple

restored

hotel.

less impressive. Just seven suites make up this

are intimately involved in planning all the

Owners, Carlo and Aurora Bacchesci Berti

hotel but each is exquisitely decorated with

details of the wedding. With only seven suites,

live on the top ﬂoor suite of the castle with

an eclectic mix of antiques and artefacts from

the whole of the castle is taken up with the

their family and their attention to detail and

Europe and the Far East, all hand-picked by

immediate family but surrounding villages have

dedication in restoring this wonderful castle

Carlo and Aurora. We stayed in Suite Vicario,

plenty of accommodation for all your guests,

boutique

castle

which used to be the private residence of the
priest of the estate. The suite has an immense
living area with a large open ﬁreplace and a
large Indonesian four-poster bed, while the
bedroom has an enormous wooden bed with
a terracotta brick ﬂoor, and leads through to a

Most of the food is grown
on the estate and prepared
in the ancient stone kitchen

luxurious bathroom, with a hand-made copper
bathtub. Each window has a beautiful view.

and taxis and busses are available to get your
guests to and from the venue. The ceremony

Most of the food is grown on the estate and

itself is set up on the lawn, with the stunning

prepared in the ancient stone kitchen at the

castle as the backdrop on one side, and the

heart of the castle. In keeping with the convivial

meticulous gardens of lavender, climbing roses

nature of this venue, dining is done around a

and ancient olive trees on the other. Below that,

shows in every element of this wonderful

large table where you get to meet and share

the rolling Tuscan countryside unfolds under a

venue. Like many of these estates, the castle

dinner with the other guests in the castle. If

Tuscan sun that bathes this stunning landscape

is located at the end of a rather tricky gravel

you’d like something a little more romantic, you

in a golden glow right across to the sliver of

road, which seems to be leading nowhere until

can also choose to dine by candlelight under

the Adriatic Sea on the horizon. It’s hard to

you get buzzed through a farmer’s gate and the

the stars on the grassy terrace with 360°-views

imagine a more stunning setting for your dream

stunning castle emerges around a bend, behind

of the surrounding countryside.

wedding. See more at: castellodivicarello.com
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W

hen we left Castello di Vicarello,

At the heart of Follonico is its family of animals

When we visited, they were just ﬁnishing the

we headed to our ﬁnal Tuscan

who greet guests with enthusiasm. Geese pace

landscaping around a new swimming pool,

destination – Follonico – a truly

elegantly around the pond, whilst sheep, hens

which is hidden away from the main house but

Tuscan

to

and dogs wander around the sloping lawn.

enjoys magniﬁcent views over the surrounding

Castello di Vicarello, this venue has limited

Resident cats doze in the dappled shade and

countryside.

accommodation

the donkey and horses graze in the paddock

authentic

farmhouse.

with

just

six

Similar

individually

decorated suites but this property is on a much

near the vegetable garden.

While Follonico might not have the wow factor
of the previous two properties, it oozes charm

smaller, more intimate scale. While not as grand
as the castle, this venue is no less charming

They only cater for a small number of weddings

and intimacy, is warm and inviting, and is very

and, in fact, is a little more personal, where you

each year and Fabio explained to me that they

ﬁrmly rooted in the land and nature. Of the

really feel like one of the family.

prefer to cater for unique, small, intimate

three properties we visited, this is deﬁnitely one

gatherings of family and friends who are

where I’d like to have spent more time to relax

We were greeted by the owners, Fabio and

looking for a relaxed, informal and enchanting

and unwind in.

Suzanne, who run this property with love and

celebration in a timeless, fairy-tale setting for a

See more at : www.follonico.com

enthusiasm and no little hard work. They live
in a private part of the farmhouse with their
young family and are on hand day and night for
their guests. They have lovingly created a space
where they want their guests to ‘slow down, to
take it easy, and to do less, but discover more
whilst deeply enjoying every single minute’.

Fabio explained to me
that they prefer to cater
for unique, small, intimate
weddings

We were shown to our beautifully decorated

rustic–chic, Tuscan wedding. This is mainly so

suite that consisted of a sitting room, bedroom

they can offer a unique home-made wedding

and bathroom – all decorated in a rustic Tuscan

feast on the lawns surrounding the property

While sitting around the breakfast table in

style – but also with some quirky touches

but also so that, in the event of foul weather,

Follinco, we met a couple who told us about

that wouldn’t be out of place in a trendy city

which happens sometimes, all your guests

the Le Marche region of Italy, which they

boutique hotel. This tricky mix of styles is

can be accommodated comfortably inside

described as, ‘Like Tuscany, but without the

difﬁcult to pull off but Suzanne’s innate sense

the farmhouse. The country kitchen is again

tourists’. We decided to check this out as the

of style has created six unique, relaxed and fun

at the centre of this property, with a large

only downside to Tuscany is that you’re as likely

spaces to chill and enjoy. This style is replicated

kitchen table around which guests breakfast

to hear an American or Irish accent as you are

throughout the rest of the farmhouse and

on sumptuous fresh local produce, much of

an Italian one. English is spoken everywhere

outbuildings, with something charming and

which Fabio and Suzanne grow on their farm,

and while the food, the scenery, the towns and

unexpected around every corner.

including their own honey and their own wine.

architecture are quintessentially Italian, you do
get a feeling that it’s very much a product, even
if it is an exquisitely packaged and beautifully
presented one. So we decided to head over to
Le Marche to check out this off-the-grid, truly
authentic Italian region.
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L

e Marche is an area as captivating as

The owners, Madelline and Tim, spent three

Another reason to visit this little gem is the

any you will ﬁnd in Italy, and is one of

years painstakingly restoring this historic

town itself. A sleepy little town just 25 minutes

the very few places that has escaped

palazzo into a beautifully appointed boutique

from the coast, it is quintessentially Italian, with

mass tourism, despite its natural beauty.

hotel that retains all the authenticity and

narrow meandering cobbled lanes climbing to

The Italians describe it as, ‘all of Italy in one

character of the original building. Each of the

the dapple-shaded park at the top of the town,

region’, with its medieval hilltop towns full of

eight stunning bedrooms has been individually

where you can view the Sibillini mountains to

art and culture, amazing coastline with hidden

styled by Madelline, who has taken inspiration

the west and the Adriatic coast to the east. Pop

beaches, patchwork-quilt countryside, stunning

from the 5-star hotels she stayed in during her

into one of the two local bars or the café in the

mountain ranges within three national parks,

high-ﬂying banking career in London and the

town and get a glimpse of real life that you

and a growing number of vineyards.

Far East. Everything from the contemporary

don’t ﬁnd in Tuscany. If, like us, your Italian is

décor to the luxurious bed linen has been

minimal, you‘ll ﬁnd the locals here are all ﬂuent

We wanted to experience the smaller off-track

hand-picked to offer guests the ultimate

in the international language of hand signals,

villages, where very little English is spoken and

luxurious stay.

pointing and smiling.

conscious of our limited Italian. Realising we

The hotel interior is magniﬁcent with its art

might need a little help, we were delighted to

deco cocktail bar, the 15th-century brick-

ﬁnd a stunning boutique hotel in the town of

vaulted restaurant, and the plush Salone,

Montelparo that is owned and run by an English

where you can relax for afternoon tea or an

couple, who have realised their dream of

after-dinner drink. It’s outside, however, where

owning their own little slice of heaven in Italy.

the hotel really wows guests. The panoramic

Madelline and Tim, spent
three years painstakingly
restoring this historic
palazzo into a beautifully
appointed boutique hotel

tourists are few and far between, but we were

terrace offers some of the best views in town,
where you can see the rolling hills and cypress

The Italians describe Le
Marche as, ‘all of Italy in
one region

trees leading across to the Adriatic Sea in the

Madelline and Tim have had the honour of

distance. Breakfast is served on this terrace,

hosting many weddings since they opened

where you can watch the morning sun cast its

and they can organise as much or as little of

golden light over the breath-taking landscape

your wedding as you would like them to. The

below. You can also dine here in the evening

ceremony can be performed in the town square

Boutique Hotel Leone is located in the

under the stars and listen to the sounds of the

in front of the church steps by the local mayor.

picturesque hillside town of Montelparo, under

locals working and living in the valley below.

You and your guests can then wind your way

half an hour’s drive from the Adriatic coast, in

The quiet and secluded private pool also takes

though the town, via one of the little bars,

the foothills of the Sibillini Mountains, which

in this beautiful view and is a perfect suntrap,

back to the hotel where your drinks’ reception

offers luxury accommodation and ﬁne dining

where you can relax with a good book and a

would be held on the terrace or in the art deco

that includes all the Italian classics but with an

nice cool drink.

cocktail bar. The wedding banquet can then be

international ﬂavour.

served in the 15th-century cellar restaurant or
on the terrace as the sun sets, where you can
then dance the night away under the stars.
Sounds idyllic, doesn’t it?
www.hotelleonemarche.com
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